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I N T R O D U C T I O N 

THE year 866 brought tragedy to the Saxon kingdom of Northumbria. 
In this year [says the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle] the host went from East Anglia over 
the mouth of the Humber to York in Northumbria; and there was great dissension of 
the people among themselves; and they had repudiated their king Osberht and 
accepted JEUa, a king not of royal birth; and it was late in the year when they set 
about making war against the host, nevertheless they gathered great levies and went 
to attack the host at York and stormed the city, and some of them got inside; and 
immense slaughter was made of the Northumbrians there, some inside, some outside, 
and both the kings were slain, and the remnant made peace with the host.1 

This decisive battle was fought in March 867. 
With this account of the Danish conquest the Chronicle breaks a 

silence of sixty years concerning the affairs of Northumbria, apart 
from a brief mention of the submission of the Northumbrians to 
Ecgberht of Wessex in 829. Other sources of information are scanty, 
chief among them being Symeon of Durham and Roger of Wendover,2 

chroniclers writing in Norman times but who evidently had access to 
northern annals which have not survived. 

In such a period as this numismatic evidence may be of cardinal 
importance to the historian, and it so happens that in the vast hoards 
of so-called "s tycas" deposited in the middle of the ninth century, 
there is a wealth of material which is rivalled only by the Scandinavian 
finds of pennies of .ZEthelraed II deposited 150 years later. I t is the 
primary aim of this paper to discuss the evidence which these hoards 
provide, and to put forward on the basis of this evidence a new 
classification of the styca series.3 

S C E A T T A S 

Before considering the styca hoards it would be as well to outline 
very briefly the earlier numismatic history of Northumbria. The 

' first recognizable coinage of the kings of Northumbria and arch-
bishops of York appears to have grown out of the ordinary sceatta 
coinage. I t is essentially a silver or base silver coinage and seems to 
have begun in the reign of Eadberht, who died in 758. The coins, 
which for convenience wall be referred to as sceattas to distinguish 
them from the copper stycas, are neat in style and execution and have 
on the obverse a latinized form of a king's name—usually EDTBER-

1 Anglo-Saxon Chronicle (A) trans. Garmonsway. 
2 Symeon of Durham, Historia Regum. Roger of Wendover, Flores Historiarum. 
3 The present classification is based primarily on Creeke, "The Regal Sceatta and Styca 

Series of Northumbria" (B.N.J. 1904), and "The Sceatta and Styca Coinage of the Early 
Archbishops of York" (B.N.J. 1905) as modified by Parsons, "The Coins of .(Ethelred I 
of Northumbria" (B.N.J. 1913). 
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Eh.Tvr—around a central cross, sometimes with an intervening 
circle of pellets. The reverse design is a quadruped walking to left or 
to right, which is very reminiscent of some of the animal type unin-
scribed sceattas (Pl . XVIII, 1-3). The similarities have been noted by 
previous writers1 and it has also been suggested that the presence on 
uninscribed sceattas of the triquetra which is so prominent a feature of 
many of the regal Northumbrian sceattas (and is found also, for 
example, on viking coins of York in the early tenth century) indicates 
that some of the uninscribed sceattas are of northern origin.2 

Eadberht 's brother, Ecgberht, Archbishop of York, also had the 
right of coinage as is shown by sceattas in their joint names. Here again 
the derivation from the uninscribed series is apparent (Pl. XVIII, 8,9) 
and one wonders whether the uninscribed sceattas depicting a stand-
ing figure holding a long cross in either hand were issued under 
episcopal authority. 

Although Eadberht 's coins are far from common (no hoard con-
taining them is cited by J . D . A. T h o m p s o n ) ^ the number that survive 
is far greater than in the case of his successors. This lack of material 
makes any attempt to draw conclusions about the duration of the series 
very hazardous. Sceattas are known of Alhred, iEthelred I, and^Elf-
wald I with the quadruped reverse, but they are progressively cruder in 
style (Pl . XVIII, 4-6), and of Archbishop Ecgberht coupled with Alhred 
(Pl. XVIII, 10, 11). Lord Grantley attributed one of these latter coins 
to iEthelwald Moll but the illustration suggests that, of the two 
possibilities, Alhred is the more likely.4 

It is probable that the last of the sceattas bearing the quadruped 
design on the reverse were struck in iElfwald I's reign, i.e. not long 
after 780. This is suggested by the existence of one or two sceattas 
of iElfwald reading CVDBEVRT on the reverse, which must be later 
in date than the quadruped coins (Pl . XVIII , 7). Lord Grantley saw a 
connexion between the reverse legend and St. Cuthbert,5 but it seems 
more probable that it is a moneyer's name. Another coin in his collec-
tion may have been issued in iEthelred I's second reign but as its 
provenance is not recorded this cannot be confirmed at present. 

Mr. Ian Stewart has suggested that coins bearing the name AEDU-
RE D, sometimes with a monogram of Rex, struck by the moneyer 
Ceolbald, were issued by ^Ethelred I and not, as hitherto assumed, by 
iEthelred II. One or two of these coins were found in the Hexham 
hoard which raises some doubt as to the correctness of this attribution, 
since no other coins before the reign of Eanred were found there, but 
on the other hand a disproportionate number of Ceolbald coins were 
found during the Whitby excavations some thirty years ago and their 

1 e.g. P. V. Hill, "The Animal, 'Anglo-Merovingian' and Miscellaneous Series of Anglo-
Saxon Sceattas", B.N.J. 1952. 

2 Evans, " O n a Small Hoard of Saxon Sceattas found near Cambridge", N.C. 1894. 
3 J. D. A. Thompson, An Inventory of British Coin Hoards. 
4 " F . D.", " O n the Northumbrian Skeattas", N.C. 1841. Grantley, "On a Unique Styca 

of Alchred of Northumbria and Archbishop Ecgberht", N.C. 1S93. 
5 Grantley, "St . Cuthbert's Pennies", B.N.J. 1911. 
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attribution to iEthelred II would raise difficulties at least as great, 
bearing in mind their complete absence from the York and Bolton 
Percy finds. The iEthelred/Ceolbald coins may therefore be assigned 
tentatively to the second reign of iEthelred I ( P l . X V I I I , 12). 

There are coins of similar style reading AEDILRED on one side 
and EANBALD (retrograde) on the other which were regarded by 
Parsons1 as belonging to Archbishop Eanbald II, iEthelred being the 
moneyer. Parsons based his argument on information that one 
such coin was found at Ulleskelf with eight coins of Archbishop 
Eanbald. No reference is given, and so far as can be ascertained the 
great hoard of stycas found at Ulleskelf (Bolton Percy) contained only 
a handful of coins of Archbishop Eanbald. It seems more probable 
that this group of coins should be bracketed with the iEthelred/ 
Ceolbald group. Either Eanbald was a moneyer contemporary with 
Ceolbald, or these coins were struck under the auspices of iEthelred I 
and Archbishop Eanbald I.2 

The inscribed silver sceatta coinage of Northumbria, which began 
in about 750, appears to have come to an end in iEthelred I's second 
reign and probably not much later than 790. In the absence of sub-
stantial hoards our knowledge of this coinage is inevitably incomplete 
and many problems remain to be solved. Among these problems is the 
classification of two groups of coins—the base metal coins found in 
Heworth Churchyard in 1813 reading ECGFRie REX on the obverse 
and the sceatta-like coins with a very crude quadruped on the reverse 
and reading ALDFRIDVS on the obverse ( P l . X V I I I , 13,14). These groups 
have been assigned to the seventh-century kings Ecgfrith and Aid-
frith of Northumbria, but on grounds of style both attributions raise 
serious doubts and the use of the title " Rex" on Northumbrian coins 
is otherwise confined to the styca series some 150 years later than 
Ecgfrith's reign. Furthermore, Bede makes no reference to any 
Northumbrian coinage. So far no satisfactory home has been found 
for the Heworth coins (all of which are from the same dies) in the 
Northumbrian series. The Aldfrith sceattas are so crude in style as to 
be certainly later than sceattas of Eadberht. Mr. Dolley has pointed 
out that there was a king of Lindsey called Ealdfrith who is mentioned 
in a charter of Offa dating from about 790 and the possibility that 
sceattas were struck in Lindsey as well as in Northumbria should be 
borne in mind. The coins of Aldfrith are rare; there are two in the 
British Museum and two more were found in the Whitby excavations. 

The cessation of the silver sceatta coinage before the close of the 
eighth century may have been due to several factors. Doubtless one 
of these was the chaos which prevailed in Northumbria at the time 
(Lindisfarne was sacked by the Vikings in 793) and also the ascendancy 
of Mercia may have resulted in the cutting off of supplies of Welsh 
silver. The fact is that no trace remains of any coinage from that time 

1 Parsons, " T h e Coins of Archbishop Eanbald II of Y o r k " , B.N.J. 1916. 
2 Fairless ("Stycas found at Y o r k " , N.C. 1845) states that one of these coins was found 

at Hexham. 
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until towards the end of Eanred's long reign, some thirty-five or 
forty years later. 

S T Y C A S — H O A R D E V I D E N C E 

The name "s tycas" is traditionally given to the predominantly 
copper coins which form the next phase in the Northumbrian series. 
There is little doubt that this was not the name by which the coins 
were known at the time of their currency—"styca" is used in the 
Lindisfarne Gospels to denote the widow's mite—but for want of a 
better name it will be used in this paper. 

We have seen that in the absence of substantial deposits a true 
assessment of the eighth-century sceatta coinage is difficult if not 
impossible. With the styca series the position is very different, because 
in the space of ten years towards the middle of the last century, three 
vast hoards of stycas were unearthed in what used to be Northumbria, 
each hoard containing several thousand coins. The first to be found 
and the first to have been deposited was unearthed in 1833 i n Hex-
ham churchyard, Northumberland, when the sexton and his assistant 
were digging a grave and came upon a brass jar containing some 8,000 
stycas. Adamson, writing in Archaeologia,1 gives a very full description 
of the find and his account includes nearly 1,000 illustrations. The 
other two major hoards were discovered at St. Leonard's Place, York, 
in 1842, and at Ulleskelf, Bolton Percy (not far from York) in 1846, 
the York hoard appearing to be the largest of the three and containing 
about 10,000 coins. I t is significant that no silver pennies were found 
with any of these hoards and in fact there is no reason to suppose that 
stycas and pennies have ever been found together under conditions 
suggesting that they were deposited at the same time.2 

These and other hoards have resulted in the styca being the com-
monest—and least respected—of all Anglo-Saxon coins. A sub-
stantial proportion of the Hexham coins is in the British Museum 
collection, and several thousand of the York and Bolton Percy coins 
are housed in the museum of the Yorkshire Philosophical Society in 
York. This being so, it is incredible that an analytical approach has 
not been used to solve the problems the styca series presents, because 
the greater the material available, the easier the classification of a 
series becomes. Much has been written about stycas, both in the 
Journal and in the Numismatic Chronicle, nearly all of it more than 
fifty years ago, but many of the papers have been based on insufficient 
evidence and have created more problems than they have solved. 
Numismatics must be regarded as a science as much as an art, 
and in this question of a scientific approach has much to learn from 
archaeology. 

1 Archaeologia, vols, xxv and xxvi, reprinted in Archaeologia AEliana, vol. iii, Part II 
(1840). 

2 Maxwell (P.S.A.S., vol. xlvii, p. 12) describes coins found at Talnotrie, Kirkcudbright-
shire in 1912 comprising both stycas and pennies, but his account does not state that they 
came from a single hoard. 

I 
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Examination of coins from the Hexham hoard shows that it con-
tained stycas of three kings—Eanred, iEthelred II, and Redwulf— 
and two archbishops—Eanbald and Wigmund—together with a group 
of blundered coins. The York and Bolton Percy hoards contained 
coins of the same kings and archbishops, and in addition coins of 
Osberht and Archbishop Wulfhere and an entirely new series of 
blundered coins. To carry the work a stage farther detailed analysis 
of samples of the various hoards is necessary. The Adamson illustra-
tions have been taken as a fair sample of the Hexham hoard: that they 
are a fair sample appears to be borne out by the distribution between 
moneyers of the stycas from Hexham in the British Museum collec-
tion, based on provenances supplied by Mrs. J . S. Martin.1 The 
only detailed records of the York and Bolton Percy hoards that it has 
been felt possible to rely upon are contained in a catalogue made by 
C. Wellbeloved a century ago of parcels secured by him for the York-
shire Museum: this is a monumental work, classifying the coins accord-
ing to obverse and reverse legends and types, and the manuscript has 
been made available by kind permission of Mr. G. F. Willmot, Keeper 
of the Yorkshire Museum. The results of the analysis are shown in 
Table I. 

It is evident at once that the Hexham hoard was buried either dur-
ing the reign of Redwulf or during the second reign of ^Ethelred II, 
since it contains no coins of Osberht or Archbishop Wulfhere.2 Fur-
thermore, the Hexham coins of JSthelred included only 2 or 3 per 
cent, of the moneyer Eardwulf whereas at York and Bolton Percy the 
proportion was nearly 25 per cent. Since Eardwulf did not coin for 
Redwulf and since he is concerned in reverse die-links between 
iEthelred and Osberht, it is clear that Eardwulf was a second-reign 
moneyer of iEthelred and we would not be far wrong if we dated the 
deposition of the Hexham hoard to the beginning of the second reign 
c. 845. The York and Bolton Percy hoards, on the other hand, must 
have been buried some ten years later, but in view of the relatively 
small proportion of coins of Osberht and Archbishop Wulfhere and the 
closeness of their die-linking, a date much earlier than the disaster of 
867 is indicated. 

In the case of the Hexham coins a clear distinction can be made 
between official issues and the blundered series. With the later hoards 
this is unfortunately not so. The second-reign coinage of /Ethelred 
which seems to have been almost entirely in the hands of the one 
moneyer Eardwulf, can be traced through to what must be the end 
of the reign, when reverse die-links with Osberht occur through the 
moneyers Eanwulf, Eardwulf, Ethelhelm, Monne, and Wulfred. In 
some cases the reverse dies concerned in these links, and the obverse 
dies of iEthelred, then undergo repeated modification and can be 
shown to give rise to the second series of blundered or derivative coins. 
We thus have the position that there is a series of coins bearing in 

1 Recently publ ished in B.N.J. 1955. 
2 T h e c o i n a s c r i b e d b y A d a m s o n t o TEl la is in f a c t o n e of t h e b l u n d e r e d ser ies . 
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more or less intelligible form the name of iEthelred and that of one of 
his moneyers (or of one of the earlier styca moneyers, e.g. Eadwini), 
which is later in date than official coins of Osberht. I t is not easy to 
distinguish coins of this derivative series from written descriptions, 
and for this reason the figures given in Table I for the later moneyers 
of iEthelred must be regarded as approximate. 

I t is hoped to examine this derivative coinage in detail at a later 
date, but it should be mentioned at this stage that it includes nearly 
all the problem coins of the styca series that have in the past been 
attributed to iEthelred I, Eardwulf, " Hoaud", iElfwald II, iElla, and 
Beonna.1 All these coins are conspicuous by their complete absence 
from the Hexham hoard,2 and the majority fit into a complex chain 
of die-links which stems from coins of iEthelred II, moneyer Eardwulf 
and one branch of which includes many of the known obverse dies of 
Osberht.3 Part of this chain is illustrated in Pl. XIX. 

The attribution of coins to these kings was due solely to considering 
individual coins or (in the case of Parsons) individual die-links, out of 
context. I t is a pity that Fairless, who drew attention over a century 
ago to the extensive die-linking between moneyers and who found 
that " on strict examination of the coins, this system runs through the 
whole series, to a greater or less extent",4 did not have access to the 
York hoard, and that no other writer followed up his work on die-
linking. I t was doubtless the wrong attribution of coins from the late 
derivative series that led Sir Frank Stenton to state that "North-
umbrian tradition, best preserved by Symeon of Durham, interpolated 
the two years' reign of a certain iElfwald between Eardwulf's expul-
sion and Eanred's succession. There is some evidence from coins for 
the existence of a Northumbrian king named iElfwald at approxi-
mately this time. But although a king of this name may have been 
recognized in Northumbria on Eardwulf's flight, his power must have 
ended with Eardwulf's restoration, which is placed under 808 by the 
contemporary Frankish annals."5 

The later hoards are remarkable for the almost total absence of 
1 e.g. Ellis, "Styca of Huth", N.J. 1838. 

Lindsay, "Coins of Huath King of Northumberland", N.J. 183S. 
Evans, "Remarks on Rare and Unpublished Coins", N.C. 1853. 
Rashleigh, "Remarks on the Coins of the Anglo-Saxon and Danish Kings of 

Northumberland", N.C. 1869. 
Heywood, "Coinage of Elfwald I I " , N.C. 1887. 
Heywood, "Notes on Northumbrian Stycas inscribed HOAVD RE+ ", N.C. 1890. 
Grantley, " O n the North-Humbrian Coinage of A.D. 758-808", N.C. 1897. 
Creelte, "Unpublished Stycas of iElfwald I and iEthelred I " , N.C. 1902. 
Parsons, "The Coins of TEthelred I of Northumbria", B.N.J. 1913. 

2 The few stycas attributed byr Adamson to the reign of Eardwulf were in fact struck in 
Eanred's reign from reverse dies of the moneyers W'ulfheard and Herreth. Also, stycas 
attributed to Eanred and jEthelred reigning jointly can be shown by means of die-links to 
have been struck by iEthelred's moneyer Eanred some time after the beginning of the reign. 

3 This chain does not as yet include the " H o a u d " coins. For a discussion on coins of 
this " k i n g " see I. H. Stewart, " E x - K i n g Hoaud", Seaby's Coin and Medal Bulletin, 
April 1956. 

* Fairless, "Stycas found at Y o r k " , N.C. 1845. 
5 Sir Frank Stenton, Anglo-Saxon England, and edn., p. 95. 
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coins of Archbishop Eanbald. Only a handful were found at York 
whereas at Hexham they represented over one-third of the episcopal 
coins. Examination of the coins of Eanred in the two hoards shows 
that the moneyers Cunwulf, Daegberht, Eadwini, Eadwulf, Ethel-
weard, Herreth, Hwaetred, Tidwini, Wilheah, and Wulfheard ac-
counted for nearly half of the stycas of Eanred found at Hexham, but 
at York and Bolton Percy the proportion was barely 5 per cent.; 
these moneyers coined stycas with, apparently, a higher silver content 
than the others, and Cunwulf, Eadwulf, and Ethelweard also coined 
for Archbishop Eanbald. There are two possible reasons for the 
insignificant representation of stycas of Archbishop Eanbald and 
what may be called the Group A moneyers of Eanred at York and 
Bolton Percy as compared with Hexham: 

either (a) being made of finer metal, they were melted down during 
the later stages of the coinage, 

or (b) they were struck at a mint other than York. 
The first explanation appears to be the more likely, since no such 
anomaly occurs in the following reign. I t can therefore be assumed 
that the stycas of the Group A moneyers, and those of Archbishop 
Eanbald, are the earliest of the series. I t remains to determine the 
period of Eanred's long reign during which they were struck. 

If we designate the other moneyers of Eanred as Group B moneyers 
and consider the coins of these moneyers and the coins of iEthelred II 
and Redwulf illustrated by Adamson, the following approximate 
relationship emerges: 

Giving as late a date as possible to the deposition of the Hexham 
hoard (say 846) and as early a date as possible to iEthelred's accession 
(say 840) the coins of iEthelred and Redwulf cover a period of at the 
most six years. If the rate of striking coins remained fairly constant 
for the period in question (and the number of moneyers suggests that 
it did), Redwulf's coinage cannot have lasted more than six months, 
which bears out Roger of Wendover's statement that iEthelred was 
restored in the same year that he was deposed (844). Similarly, the 
coinage of Eanred's Group B moneyers cannot have lasted more than 
two or three years—in other words it dates from 837 at the earliest—-
and the extent of the die-linking confirms this deduction. The entire 
coinage of Archbishop Wigmund dates from the same period (837-46) 
since the same types and moneyers occur in the later hoards as are 
found at Hexham. 

The proportions derived from the Hexham hoard are substantially 
reproduced at York and Bolton Percy, though in these hoards the 
proportion of coins of Redwulf is if anything lower than at Hexham. 

Eanred (Group B) 
ZEthelred II . 
Redwulf . 

1 6 0 
400 

4 0 

600 
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The Group A stycas of Eanred, and the stycas of Archbishop Eanbald, 
are thus the only coins that can be dated earlier than 837. 

According to the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, Archbishop Eanbald II 
was elected to succeed a predecessor of the same name in 796. The 
date of his death is not recorded but Simeon of Durham in his letter 
" de Archiepiscopis E b o r a c i a s quoted by Adamson, says that it was 
during the reign of Eanred. He appears to have been succeeded by 
one Wulfsige, who is known by one or two surviving letters.1 He was 
in turn succeeded by Wigmund in 837.2 If indeed the Eanbald whose 
stycas were found in such quantity at Hexham was the same Ean-
bald II, it is hard to explain the complete absence of coins of Wulfsige 
from all styca hoards. Unless there was a third Eanbald who imme-
diately preceded Wigmund, then either Wulfsige's episcopate was very 
brief or there was a gap in the coinage between the Group A and Group 
B moneyers of Eanred. I t is impossible to give a precise answer at 
present from numismatic evidence, but it would seem reasonable to 
date the early styca coinage to the period 830 to 835 and the death of 
Archbishop Eanbald towards the end of that period. One of Eanbald's 
moneyers—Ethelweard—coined also for Wigmund, and a comparison 
of styles suggests that the latest coins of the former and the earliest 
of the latter were struck within a fairly short time. 

There is a reverse die-link between obverse dies of Eanred, ^Ethel-
red, Redwulf, and Archbishop Eanbald, the moneyer being Monne (Pl. 
XVIII, 27-30). The first three coins are genuine enough, die-duplicates 
occurring among coins which are indisputably from one of the major 
hoards, and the obverse die of Eanred is so rusty as to have apparently 
been re-used at the beginning or end of Redwulf's reign—no doubt 
there was some confusion over the frequent change of ruler. The coin of 
Archbishop Eanbald, on the other hand, may well be a modern 
forgery, made from casts of different coins: the obverse die is known 
as a typical die used by the moneyer Eadwulf, and Creeke3 makes no 
mention of coins of Eanbald by the moneyer Monne. 

I t remains to discuss the coins in the York and Bolton Percy hoards 
that have no parallel in the Hexham hoard. Table I shows clearly the 
small proportion of coins of Osberht that these late hoards contained 
—perhaps a quarter or a third of the number of post-Hexham stycas 
of iEthelred. The latter coinage may have lasted for three years, 
ceasing with iEthelred's death in 848 or 849, and the indications are 
that Osberht's coinage must have ceased very soon after 850. It must 
be conceded that the rate of coining was much lower in iEthelred's 
second reign than it had been previously—this is proved by the hoard 
evidence and the fact that only one moneyer was in full production— 
but even so, the closeness of the die-linking in Osberht's reign limits 

1 Miss D. Whitelock, English Historical Documents, vol. i, p. 806. 
2 Symeon of Durham (De Archiepiscopis Eboraci) states that Wigmund's episcopate 

lasted 16 years and that he died in 854. Roger of Wendover gives 854 as the date of his 
death but states that he succeeded at York in 831. 

3 Creeke, " T h e Sceatta and Styca Coinage of the Early Archbishops of York", B.N.J. 
1905. 
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the period of his coinage. The moneyer Winiberht is an exception to 
the die-linking rule and his coins are probably the latest that survive 
of Osberht. 

Why, then, are there stycas of Archbishop Wulfhere, who succeeded 
Wigmund in 854 according to the chroniclers ?1 These stycas are all by 
the moneyer Wulfred and are distinctly neater in style than the coins 
of Osberht—in fact they are similar in many ways to the late coins of 
iEthelred. There is furthermore a reverse die-link between obverse 
dies of iEthelred, Osberht, and Archbishop Wulfhere, all the coins 
involved having lain unrecorded in the trays at the Yorkshire Museum 
since the middle of the last century, so that there is no doubt about 
their authenticity (PI. XIX, 1-3). The iEthelred die is one of those 
which, with associated reverse dies, underwent considerable modifica-
tion in the derivative series, and it is unlikely that this die-link could 
be dated as late as five years after iEthelred's death. Here the 
numismatic evidence is in conflict with the scanty documentary 
evidence and it is to be hoped that historians will note this fact and 
attempt to find a solution to this and other problems connected with 
the end of the styca coinage. What, for example, is the explanation of 
the derivative coinage in the name of iEthelred, which closes the 
series ? Why did the styca coinage cease so long before the Danish 
conquest of Northumbria ? 

To sum up, therefore, it appears that the styca coinage began late 
in the reign of Eanred and the episcopate of Eanbald II, probably 
not before 830. I t may have languished somewhat at the time of 
Eanbald's death since no coins are known of his successor, but any 
interval in the coinage must have been short and so must Wulfsige's 
episcopate. Coining on a large scale occurred in the last two or three 
years of Eanred's reign and continued throughout iEthelred's first 
reign and Redwulf's brief tenancy of the throne; during this period 
too all Wigmund's episcopal coins were issued. The coinage, which 
had been of a relatively high standard during this time, degenerated 
after iEthelred's restoration and fell into confusion at about the time 
of Osberht's accession. The coinage of Archbishop Wulfhere appears 
on numismatic grounds to be contemporary with the latest coinage of 
iEthelred, and not, as one would expect from documentary evidence, 
at least five years later. The latest date for the end of the styca 
coinage would seem to be 855, though if there were any flaw in the 
accepted dating of Wulfhere's succession at York this date might well 
be put back to, say, 850 or 851. 

D I E S A N D D I E - L I N K S 

Much of the research which was undertaken in the preparation of 
this paper took the form of a search for obverse and reverse die-links. 

1 Symeon of Durham and Roger of Wendover both give this date. Symeon, however, 
as quoted by D. Whitelock, says that in " the sixth year after the birth of King Alfred, in 
the reign of King Osbert over the Northumbrians, Wulfhere received the pallium and was 
confirmed in the archbishopric of York ". Is it possible that he was appointed to the See of 
York at an earlier date ? 
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It was discovered at an early stage that the die-linking was prodigious 
and in view of the relatively concentrated material available and the 
evidently limited length of the coinage it was decided to attempt to 
record as many die varieties as possible and to check systematically 
for die-links. This was done by taking rubbings of every new variety. 
As the method adopted may be of use in other fields it is proposed to 
describe it in some detail. 

The rubbings were made on foolscap typing paper of the kind 
normally used for carbon copies. This paper had a rectangular pattern 
of sixty f-in. circles printed from a stencil, ten circles to a horizontal 
line and six to a vertical column, the paper being gripped at the narrow 
end and bound in a loose-leaf folder. The top line on each page was 
used for rubbings of obverses struck from the various dies used by a 
given moneyer in a particular reign and rubbings illustrating the 
reverse dies associated with each obverse die were made one under 
the other in the same column as the obverse die. The obverse dies 
were numbered and the associated reverse dies lettered, so that a coin 
from the fifth obverse die recorded for the moneyer Monne in Redwulf's 
reign, and the second reverse die found associated with that obverse 
die, would be designated Redwulf/Monne 5b. A reverse die-link was 
indicated by showing a cross-reference beside each reverse rubbing; 
for example, if the same reverse die as that just mentioned happened 
to be used with obverse die number 7 and was the third to be recorded 
in association with that die, the reference 7c would be shown beside 
the 5b rubbing, and vice versa. A similar method of indicating 
obverse die-links between moneyers was adopted. 

I t was essential to be able to take rubbings at high speed and the 
most satisfactory combination of speed with clarity was obtained by 
the following process. The coin is placed on some soft material such 
as tissue paper (which prevents it moving while the rubbing is being 
taken) with the sheet of paper on which the rubbing is to be made 
resting on top of the coin, with the appropriate circle in position over 
the coin. A small piece of carbon paper is placed face downwards 011 
the paper and the impression of the coin is made by rubbing a rounded, 
blunt object, such as the wrong end of a ball point pen, over the plain 
side of the carbon paper. By this process a visual impression of the 
coin can be made in a few seconds, an impression sufficiently clear and 
detailed to be adequate for the purpose of checking for die-links. (One 
way of doing this is to hold up two rubbings to the light, one behind 
the other: if there is a die-link, the two should blend as one.) Using 
this method it was, for example, possible to record in a comparatively 
short time a large proportion of the stycas at the Yorkshire Museum 
and study them at leisure in London. A considerable amount of work 
has yet to be done, however, before all available varieties are recorded. 

The very close die-linking persists throughout the series, and com-
plex chains of die-links frequently involving several moneyers and 
more than one reign can be built up. As an indication of the extent 
of this die-linking, it is worth recording the number of reverse dies 



237 A Reappraisal of the Sceatta and Styca Coinage of Northumbria 

which have so far been noted as having been used in more than one 
reign: 

Eanred-iEthelred. 
/Ethelred-Redwulf 
ZEthelred-Osberht 
Eanred-iEthelred-Wigmund 
jEthelred-Osberht-Wulfhere 
Eanred-^Ethelred-Redwulf-Eanbald 

12 
1 4 
16 

1 
1 
1 

As a further example, an analysis of about 200 stycas of Redwulf 
shows the following results: 
Number of moneyers . . 12 
Number of obverse dies . . 26 (20 exclusive to one moneyer) 

(6 shared between two or more moneyers) 
Number of reverse dies . . 49 (15 of which were also used in iEthelred's reign) 
Total number of varieties . . 69 

The extent of the die-linking between moneyers is such that most, 
if not all, the regal stycas must have been struck at the same mint, 
which can only have been York: Table IV shows the number of die-
links between moneyers of iEthelred II that have been noted up to the 
time of writing (February 1957). Die-linking between the regal and 
archiepiscopal series is very rare and even if the archbishop did not 
have his own mint, he seems to have had his own moneyers. We would 
not be far wrong if we estimated the strength of the mint at its peak 
from 840 to 845 at a maximum of ten moneyers for the king and two 
for the archbishop. Of the king's moneyers during iEthelred II 's first 
reign, four coined on a vast scale (Eanred, Fordred, Leofthegn, and 
Monne A) and the remainder on a much smaller scale, suggesting that 
the moneyers were not all of equal status. For the most part each 
moneyer had his own obverse dies though he almost certainly did not 
cut them himself. (There is, in fact, stylistic evidence from the coins 
to suggest that die-engravers were employed to cut both obverse and 
reverse dies for a group of moneyers.) A moneyer normally had access 
to a number of obverse and reverse dies at any one time and could 
ring the changes, hence the very close die-linking. Table III, which is 
based on all varieties recorded so far of the moneyer Monne A in the 
reign of iEthelred II and Redwulf, shows this effect clearly. 

A point of interest, since it is perhaps unexpected, is that at the 
time when the styca coinage was in a flourishing state—i.e. from c. 837 
to c. 847—regularity of die-axis is the rule rather than the exception, 
thus suggesting that square-faced dies were used. Except among the 
blundered series the coins are seldom found struck off-centre, so that 
some form of collar may have been incorporated, though the existence 
of coins struck from pairs of obverse dies or pairs of reverse dies casts 
doubt on this. 

iEthelred II 's moneyer Leofthegn deserves special mention in view 
of the highly individualistic coins he struck. I t should be said at once 
that there is no reason to believe that he worked at a different mint 
from the other moneyers (see Table IV), but he was evidently a man 



238 A Reappraisal of the Sceatta and Styca Coinage of Northumbria 

of some artistic ability who took a pride in his work. He must have 
modelled some of his designs on the silver pennies current in the other 
kingdoms, and his reversion to the quadruped type of the sceattas on 
a single reverse die shows a respect for tradition—even the triquetra 
is included. 

C O N C L U S I O N 

I t is hoped to include in a future paper a more detailed study of 
die-varieties by reign and moneyer. Research is also necessary into 
variations in weight and chemical composition of the styca during the 
period of its issue, as this may well lend support to the theories 
advanced above. 

No mention has been made of the gold solidus of Archbishop Wig-
mund as this has been felt to be outside the scope of the paper. That 
an attempt was made in Eanred's reign to introduce a penny coinage 
into Northumbria has been contended on many occasions on the evi-
dence of a penny of a king of that name found at Trewhiddle, but 
Mr. C. E. Blunt's recent research on the coins in the Trewhiddle 
hoard shows that this coin cannot be dated earlier than 850—some 
ten years after the death of Eanred of Northumbria. 

Finally, my thanks are due to many who have helped me in the 
research which has gone into the preparation of this paper, both by 
their advice and by their readiness to make their collections of stycas 
available to me. In particular I would like to thank Mr. Dolley and 
the staff of the British Museum, and Mr. G. F. Willmot of the York-
shire Museum, for without their co-operation my task would have been 
impossible. 

I L L U S T R A T I O N S 

P L A T E X V I I I 

Sceattas 
1, 2, 3. Eadberht (British Museum, B.M.C. 4, 7, 11). 
4, 5. Alhred (British Museum, B.M.C. 13, 15). 
6. iElfwald I (British Museum, B.M.C. 16). 
7. iElfwald I, moneyer Cuthberht (Yorkshire Museum). 
8. Eadberht and Archbishop Ecgberht (British Museum). 
9. Eadberht and Archbishop Ecgberht (Whitby excavations). 
10. 11. Alhred and Archbishop Ecgberht (British Museum). 
12. .(Ethelred I (or II?), moneyer Ceolbald (British Museum, B.M.C. 285). 
13. Ecgfrith, attribution uncertain (British Museum, B.M.C. 1). The authen-

ticity of these coins, all of which are from the same dies, is not beyond 
question. 

14. Aldfrith (of Lindsey?), attribution uncertain (British Museum, B.M.C. 3). 

Stycas 
15. 16, 17. Eanred, moneyers Fordred, "Gadutels", and Odilo, all from the same 

obverse die ( C . S . S . Lyon). 
18, 19, 20. ^Ethelred II (first reign), moneyers Leofthegn, Monne and Odilo, all from 

the same obverse die (18 and 19, C. S. S. Lyon; 20, British Museum, 
B.M.C. 577). 
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21, 22, 23. Eanred, iEthelred II (first reign), and Archbishop Wigmund, moneyer 
" Erwinne " (probably Wintred in blundered form, a common occurrence 
for this moneyer), all from the same reverse die (21, C. S. S. Lyon; 22 
and 23, British Museum, B.M.C. 380 and 772). 

24, 25. iEthelred II (first reign) and Redwulf, moneyer Alghere, both from the 
same reverse die (C. S. S. Lyon). 

26. iEthelred II (first reign), moneyer Leofthegn (British Museum, B.M.C. 
432). 

27-30. Eanred, iEthelred II (first reign), Redwulf, and Archbishop Eanbald II, 
moneyer Monne, all from the same reverse die (C. S. S. Lyon). For a 
discussion of this die-link, see text. 

31. Archbishop Eanbald II, moneyer Eadwuli, from the same obverse die as 
no. 30 (British Museum, B.M.C. 682). 

32, 33. Eanred and iEthelred II (first reign), moneyer Monne (C. S. S. Lyon). The 
reverse die has clearly been altered; less obviously, the obverse die has 
been recut as can be seen from ghost lettering and cross. 

P L A T E X I X 

This Plate illustrates the late derivative series and shows how it can be die-linked 
to regular coins of the second reign of iEthelred II and to coins of Osberht and of 
Archbishop Wulfhere. The chain of die-links, of which the coins shown in the Plate 
form part, is very extensive and includes many of the known dies of the reigns 
mentioned as well as of the late derivative series. 

Lines on the Plate indicate die-links, and an arrowed line shows an altered die. It 
is not possible to represent all die-links by this method on a two-dimensional Plate, 
and pairs of letters (e.g. A, A) and letters with suffixes (e.g. Ci, C2) are also used to 
show die-links and altered dies respectively. 

The coins illustrated are from the following collections: 
18, 19, 32. British Museum (B.M.C. 808, 17 and 810). 
16. Fitzwilliam Museum. 
3, 7, 20. Lingford (by permission of Messrs. A. H. Baldwin & Sons). 
4, 5, 13, 31. C. S.S. Lyon. 
All others Yorkshire Museum. 

1, 2, 3. iEthelred II (second reign), Osberht, and Archbishop Wulfhere, moneyer 
Wulfred, all from the same reverse die. 

4-8. Showing the transition from a styca of ^Ethelred II (second reign), moneyer 
Eardwulf, to one with completely blundered legends. Note the modification 
of reverse die 4 to give the die used for 5, 6 and 7, and the alteration of 
obverse die 5 to produce die 6 (attributed by Creeke to ^Elfwald I). 

9-12. Another chain of die-links emanating from a pair of regular dies of ^Ethelred. 
Note the successive modification of the original reverse die; Parsons based 
his paper on iEthelred I (B.N.J. 1913) on die-links involving the modified 
die. 

13-16. This chain links a styca of .Ethelred, moneyer Ethelhelm, 'with one of Arch-
bishop Wulfhere (no. 16), moneyer Eardwulf. The Eardwulf die appears 
to be derivative. 

17-21. A chain stemming from the same obverse die as the last. No. 2 1 has previously 
been attributed to Beonna or Beorn on the strength of the blundered reverse 
reading. 

22~33- This chain begins with regular coins of ^Ethelred and Osberht, moneyer 
Eardwulf, having a common reverse (22, 23). Subsequently a blundered 
series develops. Previous attributions include: 
25. iElla (from the reverse reading). 
30, 31. Eardwulf. 
32. yEthelred I. 
29, 33. iBlfwald II (29 is double-struck). 



T A B L E I 

Analysis of Samples from the Major Styca Hoards, Showing the Distribution of the Coins by Reign and Moneyer 
Four samples have been used in compiling this table. T w o of these are from the Hexham hoard—the first comprising the coins illustrated b y Adamson in Archaeologia JEliana, 

vol. iii, Part II (1840), the second being the stycas in B.M.C. with Hexham provenance. There is a sample from the Y o r k hoard of r842 and one from the Bolton Percy hoard, 
both samples being in the form of parcels purchased for the Yorkshire Philosophical Society b y C. Wellbeloved and catalogued b y him. The catalogue is kept at the Yorkshire 
Museum. 
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" A l d a t e s " 
Alghere 
Brother 
Ceolbald 
Coenred 
Cunemund 
Cunwulf 
Cuthberht 
Cuthheard 
Daegberht 
Eadwini 
Eadwulf 
Eanred 
Eanwulf 
Eardwulf 
Ethelhelm 
Ethelweard 
Folcnoth 
Fordred 
" G a d u t e l s " 
Herreth 
H u n l a f . 
H w a e t n o t h 
H w a e t r e d 

33 17 

15 s 

46 46 
15 
14 

2 
I 

47 
35 

55 
21 

22 14 81 102 

30 23 — 4 1 — 

3 2 
20 12 I I 
37 

2 
24 I I 2 

1 2 
12 12 12 I 
25 23 8l 67 
13 9 13 21 
22 13 4 6 

3 3 — — 

65 47 186 173 

9 7o. 260 c. 200 

38 25 1 1 

24 30 
— 2 

11 9 — 

55 35 125 74 

1 1 
4 3 

9 10 27 28 
27 18 61 54 

20 17 61 41 



Leofthegn 
Monne " A " . 
Monnc " B " , 
Odilo . 
"TJiadigils" . 
Tidwlni 
Tidwulf 
Wendelberht. 
Wilheah 
Winiberht 
Wintred 
Wulfheard . 
Wulfred " A " 
W u l f r c d " B " 
Wulfsig 
Wulfsixt 
Miscellaneous 

4 3 1 7 99 1 2 9 

6 3 2 3 
4 4 — 1 
5 

2 

9 7 — 1 

r o 7 1 8 1 0 

25 1 5 — 5 
7 5 3 5 

06 39 83 99 
7 1 53 1 9 6 1 7 3 

— — I I 8 

3 I I 2 

38 26 

21 17 21 21 

16 14 34 19 
— 9 17 

4 4 7 5 

3 2 (see notes) 

5 4 15 7 
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— — 11 17 
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4 9 

— 23 21 
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Total 323 206 306 309 396 272 1,065 902 37 24 53 40 61 83 57 38 So 63 233 228 •— — 23 21 

N O T E S : 
1. Blundered and derivative coins have been excluded from this table, as have 

illegible coins. The difficulty of distinguishing between genuine coins of the moneyer 
Eardwulf and the coins of the late derivative series (see text) accounts for the number 
of coins shown against this moneyer's name being approximate only. 

2. The forms " A l d a t e s " , " G a d u t e l s " , and " T h a d i g i l s " may be variations in the 
spelling of a single moneyer's name. The correct form is uncertain. 

3. Coins formerly attributed to moneyers Alfheard, Eardwulf, and Heardwulf in 
Eanred's reign have been grouped under the moneyer Wulfheard. 

4. Coins of the moneyer Ceolbald can possibly be assigned to /Ethelred I (see text). 
5. The British Museum coin of iEthelred II, moneyer Eanwulf (B.M.C. 383) appears 

to have a Hexham provenance. This is puzzling, to say the least, since this coin ought 
to date from towards the end of yEthelred's second reign. 

6. The moneyer Monne ceased coining^arly in the second reign of /Ethelred II and 
did not resume until the very end of the reign. There may, in fact, have been two 

moneyers of this name. The suffixes " A " and " B " have been added to distinguish the 
separate issues. 

7. Similarly the moneyer Wulfred did not coin during Redwulf's reign and suffixes 
" A " and " B " have been added to distinguish pre-844 and post-844 coins of this 
moneyer. 

8. The heading "Miscellaneous" includes coins struck from two obverse dies (coins 
from two reverse dies being included under the appropriate moneyer unless the dies are 
by different moneyers), and coins struck from regular obverse dies and blundered reverse 
dies. No entry has been shown against iEtlielred I I for the two later hoards because of 
the difficulty of distinguishing coins of this group from the derivative series. 

9. The list of moneyers included in this table is thought to be exhaustive. Other 
names have been published but whenever it has been possible to investigate such a case 
it has been found that a coin has been misread. Where no coins of a moneyer known for 
the reign in question were found in a sample, a dash has been shown in the table. 
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T A B L E I I 

Kings of Northumbria and Archbishops of York from 737 to 867 

Archbishops 
734 Ecgberht 

767 iEthelberht 

780 Eanbald I 

Kings 

737 Eadberht 
758 Oswulf 
759 iEthelwald Moll 
765 Alhred 
774 .Ethelred I 
779 
788 

iElfwald I 779 
788 Osred 
789 iEthelred I (restored) 
796 Eardwulf 
810 Eanred 
841 .Ethelred II 
844 Redwulf 
844 iEthelred II (restored) 
849 Osberht 
867 Osberht and iElla slain 

796 Eanbald II 
? Wulfsige 

837(?) Wigmund 

S54(?) Wulfhere 

d. goo(?) 

N O T E S : (a) The dates of accession of the kings up to and including Eanred are based 
on Sir Frank Stenton's Anglo-Saxon England. 

(b) There is a possibility that a second .ZElfwald seized the throne for a short 
time towards the end of Eardwulf's reign (see text). 

(c) Other dates are based primarily on Symeon of Durham and Roger of 
Wendover. 

T A B L E I I I 

Analysis of Die-varieties of Monne A During the Reigns of 
Mthelred II and Redwulf 

No. of reverse dies 
per obverse die 

Frequency of occurrence 
No. of reverse dies 

per obverse die /Ethelred Redwulf 

1 
2 

18 
11 

6 
6 

3 
4 
5 
6 

8 
6 
6 
1 

1 

7 
8 

1 
1 

— 

9 
10 1 

— 

11 1 — 

12 — - — 

13 1 • — 

Total no. of obverse 
dies1 

No. shared with other 
55 13 

moneyers 15 4 

No. of obverse dies Frequency of 
per reverse die occurrence 

1 74 
2 36 
3 7 
4 4 
5 1 
6 1 

Total no. of reverse dies 123 

No. used in jEthelred's 
reign 119 

No. used in Redwulf's 
reign 11 

No. used in both reigns 7 

No. of varieties 
.Ethelred I I 
Redwulf 

173 
21 

104 

1 At least three-quarters of these obverse dies are linked together in one extensive die-
chain with several other moneyers. 
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Alghere 
Brother 
Coenred 
Cunemund 
Cuthheard 
Eanred 
Eanwulf 
Eardwulf 
Ethelhelm 
Ethelweard 
Fordred 
Hunlaf 
Leofthegn 
Monne A 
Monne B 
Odilo 
Tidwulf 
Wendelberlit 
Wintred 
Wulfred A 
Wulfred B 
Wulfsig 
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2 + i 

T A B L E I V 

Die-links Between Moneyers in the Reign of MthelrecL II 
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Number 
of 

obverse 
dies 

shared 

I I 

4 
1 4 

2 
I 

1 4 
i 
y 

1 5 

5 
6 

4 
7 
9 
2 

Total 
Number 

of 
obverse 

dies 
used 

8 
i i 

D 
3 

42 
6 
77 
3 
i 

49 
i 

4 6 

55 
9 
6 
2 

1 3 

1 4 

1 4 

1 3 

NOTES: (a) In explanation of the Table, Brother shares one obverse die with Alghere, another with Fordred, two with Monne A and one with Wintred. Each of these links involves only one other moneyer and is denoted by 1. Brother 
shares another obverse die with four other moneyers, Alghere, Ethelweard, Fordred, and Leofthegn, a iigure of £ being entered against each moneyer. The total for the line is "thus the number of obverse dies of Brother that are 
shared with other moneyers. 

(b) The Table is based on material collected up to February 1957 and is subject to revision at a later date. It shows 40 die-links between two moneyers, 7 between three moneyers and one each between four, five, and seven moneyers. 
I he total number of obverse dies recorded to date is 316, of which about 70% arc pre-Hexham in date. 


